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F TH0 SIGNALS-

- FOR BALIFAX CRASH

ijglﬁfstgbf_‘ﬁcer of the Mont Bland
Declares the Relief Steamer
< ‘Was in_the Wrong,. |

+
T -

'PILOT AGREES WITH HIM

—

;-ms'o Asserts That Outgoing Vessel
- Was Making the Limit of
i ~ Speed Allowed in Harbor.

HALIFAX, XN. S, Dec. Id5.-—Jean
‘Baptiste Glockin. first officer of the
‘munitions ship Afont DBlanc, testifying
teday at the resumption of the Gov-
ernment inquiry to deiermine responsi-
bility for the collision betwcen that ves-
gel and the DBelgian relief ship 1mo,
‘which caused the Halifax disaster, de-
clared that the signals given Ly  uWlv
relief ship just before the collision were
eontrary to the rules of ravigation.

mestifying that inv inuniuons ship

had followed the rules taroughout the

whole happening, he said he was sur=.

prised at the signals given by the 1mo,
while the two vesscis were heading
toward each other in the narrows of
‘Halifax Harbor. The wIINess said he
believed the Ima changed her course
between her first and her-last signal,
but was not posilive abolit it

.Francis Mckay. the pilot of the Mont
RBlane. testified he boarded: the ship the
day beforc the disaster and brought her
up the next morning to° Bedford Basin.
When the Imo first came into his View
her bows were ghowing foam, he said,
and she appearced to be making the
limit of speed for that parc of the
harbor—five knots. "The pilot described
‘the signalings that passed betwecl the
two steamers, and said that his object
was to get them in paraliel posiilons.
“TThe 1Imo suddenly biew two blasts
swhen she seemed to be twisting to star-
board, and five seconds iater he saw
the Imo throw a wake out from ithe
starboard Quarter of the propeller and
ghe turned quickly to starboard. &he
was still cominz at good speed, and
there was nothing ieft for the 3Mont
‘Blanc but to go full speed astern. The
Mont Blanc had bheen traveling at half
speed, then at full speed to clear the
ferryboats, and then slow again.

“The Inio,” said McKay, ' was com-
dng pretty fast and simply twisted into
‘and struck the Mont Blane,” adding
that he reckoned the vessel was then
making seven knots. ILle =aid that the
Alont RBlanc¢ coula not have kept on as
ghe was going, and that if he had port-
ed his helin she would have gone ashore.
Therefore he ordered the helin harvd-

g-starboard. The pilot :said that alter

the coliision he ordeired full speed ahead
in the hope that the rush of water
through tire hole made by the impact
would {il! her. but he noticed’ no re-
sponse to his order.

Having twice jpiloted the 1mo out of

the harbor during the Summer, McKay
testified he found her ' a fairly handy
ship,”” with plenty of power, and that
ghe steered well. The witness said that
he Lnew Pilot Ilaves, who was Killed
‘aboard the Imo, as experienced and
competent. and he did not believe Hayves
responsible for the order given on the
vessel.
. There will be mno Dominion election
Y- I7alifax on Dae. 17 for the two seals
in the House of Commons. Polling in
Halifax will be held on Jan., IS5, the
same date as polling in the Yukon.
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